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Leonardo da Vinci  project 

European Virtual Laboratory of Mathematics

No. SK/06/B/F/PP-177436


MINUTES from the 2st meeting of partners

Venue: Coventry University, Faculty of Engineering and Computing, Priory Street, Coventry, CV1 5FB, United Kingdom

Date: January 25 - 26, 2007

Present:

Velichová Daniela, Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava, SK
Snezhana Georgieva Gocheva-Ilieva, Plovdivski University of Plovdiv, BG

Gerardo Rodriguez, University of Salamanca, ES
Päivi Siltanen, Tilossilos Ltd., Tampere, FI

Péter Körtesi, University of Miskolc, HU

Olivia Gill, University of Limerick, IE

Daniela Richtáriková, Slovak Society for Geometry and Graphics, Bratislava, SK

Duncan Lawson, Coventry University, UK 

John Goodband, Coventry University, UK

Thursday, January 25, 2007 
Agenda

9.30 Opening 

Presentation of the coordinator – work done 

Management, financial and other organisational issues

10.30 Visit to the Mathematics Support Centre at Coventry University, Faculty of Engineering and Computing

12.00 Lunch

14.00 EVLM web pages – evaluation, final comments

15.00 Brainstorming - discussion about architecture of the main EVLM framework and functionality, security system and communication priorities – final decisions

16.00 Main EVLM portal design, presentation of the draft, suggestions

18.00 EVLM main portal design and national portals – agreements, final decisions

19.00 Dinner

Discussion, decisions, assignments:

1. Presentation of the coordinator – work done 

Contractualisation – done
EVLM National webpages – DONE, changes proceed

The very next duties:

1. till the end of January 
– deliverable frontpage of National Project Webpages 
2. till the end of January

– adresses of National Project Webpages – via e-mail

3. till the end of February
– plan of work in the first year 

4. till 15th March


– the first interim reports 
INTERIM REPORT 1 

Contractor will provide partners with:

· Reminder: 2 weeks prior to deadline for sending report – email message
Partners will send to contractor:

Interim report 1 (worksheets 15. X. 2006 – 15. III. 2007) 
Printed and signed + word files – delivered till March 30, 2007
Copies of travel documents – tickets, signed translation
WORK on the PROJECT - Main deadlines for the first year 

	Project webpages: - done
	January 15, 2006 (month 3)

	EVLM portals: 
	March 15, 2007 (month 6)

	Database operational manual: 
	July 15, 2007 (month 10)

	Information leaflets:
	August 15, 2007 (month 11)

	Collection of consultancy topics (in the database):
	September 15,2007 (month 12)

	National Centres of Mathematics:
	15, October 2007

	
	

	Interim reports:
	March 15, 2007 

June 15, 2007 

September 15, 2007

	Financial reports:
	September 15, 2007

	Evaluation report:
	October 15 2007

	Interim overall report:
	October/November 2007


Filled in reporting forms should be sent to the Co-ordinator within 15 calendar days after the end of the reporting period 

Management, financial and other organisational issues

- discussion about money tranfer to partner’s accounts 

- copies of travel documents 

ACTIVITIES in the 1st year - dissemination
Conferences to be attended:
SEFI-IGIP Joint Conference, July 2007, Miskolc, HU 

Sefi MWG seminar 6-9 April 2008, Loughborough, UK

Workshop on teaching Maths, May 2007, Brno, CZ
SEEMOUS2007 in Cyprus (South Eastern European Mathematical Olympiad for University Students)
2. MEDCONF2007 in Rhode Island-Greece (5th Mediterranean Conference on Mathematics Education)
3. ICIAM2007 in Zurich (Minisymposium on Identification-Motivation and
Support of Mathematical Talents) 

Other dissemination ideas:

Leaflet - published in Journal G, SK

Work plan

Next meetings:

June 7-9, 2007 
- Salamanca (Dissemination strategies, leaflets)

October 11-12, 2007 
- Plovdiv (Workshop I – Teacher’s guide book)

Calendar of the deliverables in the 1st year:

	MONTH
	DATE
	TYPE
	PARTNERS

	3rd
	January 15, 2006
	Project webpages
	all

	6th 
	March 15, 2007
	EVLM Portals
	all

	10th
	July 15, 2007
	Database Operational Manual
	P1, P3, P8, P9

	11th
	August 15, 2007
	Dissemination leaflets production
	all

	12th
	September 15, 2007
	Collection of consultancy topics
	P1 – P8

	13th
	October 15, 2007
	Launching National Centres of Mathematics
	P1 - P7


2. Visit to the Mathematics Support Centre at Coventry University, Faculty of Engineering and Computing

Prof. Duncan Lawson informed all partners about the history and development of the Coventry Support Centre SIGMA – centre for excellence (details in the presentation sigma.ppt).

Partners saw the Sigma premisies during their operation time. 

3. EVLM web pages – evaluation, final comments 

The Central web page and all national EVLM web pages were presented. The partners made agreement on common outlook of EVLM web pages: All webpages will have unique design. They will differ in language, colour of side bar and identification logo on the main page. The coordinator will send the partners Central EVLM web pages folder. 

4. Brainstorming - discussion about architecture of the main EVLM framework and functionality, security system and communication priorities – final decisions

Conclussion: All partners will prepare the Plan of work for the 1st year and send it to the Contractor till the end of February 2007.

The structure will include:

- people working on the Project

- centre address, project web address, portal web address

- planned activities

- dissemination ( publications)

5. EVLM main portal design

Coordinator, D. Velichova presented draft of the EVLM main portal design. Suggestions on the structure and content were discused.

Friday, January 26, 2007 
Agenda

10.00 Presentation of the Main Database structure solution, proposal – P3 – Benedikt

11.00 National Centres of Mathematics – structure and functionality, draft proposal of planned activities and services – contributions from partners

12.00 Feedback questionnaires – identifying the needs, draft proposals

13.00 Closing, Lunch

Discussion, decisions, assignments:

1. Presentation of the Main Database structure solution, proposal

As weather conditions did not allow Dr. Benedikt to arrive from Prague, partners discussed database elements suggestions and the list of needs arose. The possibilities of database will be discussed with Dr. Benedikt in Bratislava during Aplimat Conference 6.-8. February 2007 and the proposal will be given.

Suggestions:

· possibility to design web pages for PC, and also for handy devices (Mobile Math),

· possibilities to place material also in video, animation and interactive form

· to provide buttons for downloading

· two sorts of material: 

1. learning and teaching mathematical material

2. sources on how to prepare electronic text

· internet texts should be short (1/2 page)

· use also voice learning in the form of  .ppt file

· database structure: list of topics (various types of resources) - work out catalogue, subtopics – in different level – for whom they are designed, guide on how to use pages (in short menu, pop ups are often blocked)

· form of evaluation: each material could have a counter for measuring the visit frequency

2. National Centres of Mathematics

The partners present their draft proposals of National Centres of Mathematics, planned structure, location, startup, work, servicies and dissemination activities, and possible facilities (annexes 1-6).

3. Feedback questionnaires

Feedback questionnaires will be prepared for teachers as well as for students.

Prof. D. Lawson will use his experience with the evaluation of the Coventry Support Centre SIGMA work and prepare a draft of the questionnaire to be further discussed.

done in Bratislava, February 7, 2006

Daniela Richtáriková





Daniela Velichová

           partner 8





project coordinator

Bulgaria

Short plan for the EVLM –BG activities:

Organisation:

The BG National center of EVLM will be developed as further extension of the now available Laboratory of Interactive Mathematics at the Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics of Plovdiv University ‘Paisii Hilendarski’, new building, room 536. A special plate with the EVLM sign will be attached. 

The BG team consists of 5 mambers academy staff: 1 Full Professor - MSc, 2 Associate Professors – PhD, and 2 Head Assistant Professors. 

Any colleagues from the faculty community, who are intented to develop their materials in the frame of the EVLM can apply them to be considered for publication in the EVLM DB if they meet the required form and mathematical level.  

Activities:

In addition to all responsibilities under the EVLM project, the BG team will provide:

1. Consideration of all available materials and e-learning materials on mathematics in the Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics. Under the signed agreement of the authors, the better materials will be prepared by the team in the XML or related format and loaded in the EVLM DBs in Bulgarian and English.


In the present, the next mathematical courses can be considered:

· 2-hour long Mathematica Introduction, 10 pages, www.fmi-plovdiv.org/lim
· Chapters of book “System Mathematica”, 100 pages: www.fmi-plovdiv.org/lim
· Numerical methods with Mathematica, topic issues, 20 pages

· Tests and problems (Mathematica) with solutions, 50 pages

· E-materials on Graph theory

· Topics on Linear algebra 

· Lessons in “Introduction in mathematical models and modeling”

2. Refference of all materials to be published, with reponsibility for their mathematical quality.

3. Development and/or translation of introductory lessons and consultancy pages on mathematical publishing in Bulgarian and/or English:

· By MathType

· By SciWriter

· By Publicon

· XML DB

· Other software related to the workplan of the EVLM project

4.  Preparation of new e-materials:

· Tests and problems on Probabilities and statistics by Mathematica, 20 pages

· How to solve basic optimisation problems (dynamical programming), 20 pages

· Solving problems on nonlinear optimization, 20 pages

· Factor, regression and cluster analysis with applications by SPSS, 20 pages

· Lessons in Finite difference methods, 20 pages

· Linear algebra topics by Mathematica, 20 pages

· Solving problems in game theory, introductory lessons, 20 pages

5.  Effective expert consultancy:

· 1 open hour per week in the national EVLM centre for academic staff, students, teachers and interested parties

· 1 presentation every 3 months in the Plovdiv University branches in the towns of Kardzali and Smolyian, in other universities in Plovdiv or other locations.

6. Dissimination of the results

· Publication of some topic EVLM articles in the popular bulgarian mathematical journals for secondary school teachers and students

· Presentation of the “EVLM and project results obtained” in the national conference of Bulgarian Mathematical Society – 2008.

Remark. 

Other responsibilities of Partner 2 within the EVLM project are given in the text of the signed mutual contract between the contractor and the partner and workplans.

Made in Plovdiv





Prepared by:

19.01.2007







Snezhana Gocheva-Ilieva

Spain
TOWARDS SPAIN NATIONAL CENTRE OF MATHEMATICS:

Job finished:

· A specific server has been bought to everything in agreement with this project. Several meetings has been held with the Data Processing Centre responsible ones about the technical characteristics.

·  The necessary administrative formalities to the Mathematics Centre future operation.

· A work group inside Applied Mathematics Department of Salamanca University has been created to make different didactic material.

Job to do:

· Take the advantage of the direct Coventry Math Centre knowledge to create our own centre. For us, National Centre must be, in an initial stage, only a Virtual Centre, because in Salamanca University there are many campus in different cities (Salamanca, Zamora, Avila, for example).

· Contact with the existing mathematics professors work groups in the no university levels to try to integrate their job with the our centre activities.

· Try to put some didactic material in Moodle platform.

· Spread the creation of this centre in some national meetings. I will present a short communication about EVLM project in the following meetings:

II Jornadas Internacionales de Innovación Educativa en la EPS de Zamora.

http://www.usal.es/~EEES_EPSZ/
ICEE 2007

http://icee2007.dei.uc.pt/index2.htm
15 CUIEET

http://www.eup.uva.es/15cuieet/
Finland
EVLM in Finland

before Coventry meeting

How to work in Finland!

We co-operate with four universities:

1. Helsinki University and it’s LUMA-project (http://www.helsinki.fi/luma/english/)

2. Oulu Univeristy (English pages coming soon http://math.oulu.fi/en/index.html )

3. Tampere University  only Finnish http://www.uta.fi/laitokset/mattiet/matematiikka/index.php) and

4. Tampere University of Technology (only Finnish http://matriisi.ee.tut.fi/matematiikka/index.html)

We discussed earlier about the Finnish EVLM. Our meeting on 6th February, 2007  in Tampere is the first meeting where we make

· National Project Plan

· National Disssemiantion plan and

· Begin to collect materials for Finnish database

The idea for Finnish database is that we collect first all ready made (Finnish) materials in next 3-5 months and after first part we begin to make useful kategories for to add to database.

More information will be sent after our meeting dated 6.2.2007.

Päivi

P.S. My partner from Helsinki University informed about the 5th confernece of mathemathics which shall be held in Amsterdam 14-18.7.2008. Maybe we could present (disseminate) our project there , see http://www.5ecm.nl/
Ireland
University of Limerick
•National Centre is UL Mathematics Learning Centre
•Set up the National Portal

–National portal with reside in UL website

–EVLM portal hardware will reside in the UL MLC and be maintained from there to ITD standards
•National portal needs to be advertised and disseminated throughout Ireland

–Irish universities

–Institutes of Technology

–Schools

–Others

Advertising/Dissemination

•E-mail
•Meetings

•Talks/lectures

•Advertise on UL MLC website

•Establish links with all exisiting and planned mathematics learning centres

•Will arrange internet access to website from schools via UL website 
Arrange Internet Access
•Will have link on Dept. of Mathematics and Statistics website
•Link from MLC website
Updating Portal
•Continuous updating will be handled by the manager of the MLC
•Schedule for updating will be developed as project proceeds

•Will train local students and staff to access and use (seminars, invite people in…whatever it takes).

Staffing
•Manager of Mathematics Learning Centre will manage EVLM (MLC is a project in the Dept. of Mathematics & Statistics)
•Funding will fund part-time assistants to create and maintain the portal and develop if possible/adapt local materials for the portal
UL Expertise
•Expertise in Service Mathematics teaching
•Teacher education (Second level mathematics)

•Adult numeracy

•Learning Support

•Mathematics curriculum development

•Will contribute expertise as required throughout the project
Slovakia

Slovak National Centre of Mathematics

(draft proposal)

Location:  Slovak University of  Technology 


     Faculty of Mechanical Engineering

Startup:     Autumn  2007

Main Activities:

1.Consultancy activities

2.Building a database of mathematical materials

3.Dissemination

1. Consultancy activities
- expert consultancy on required mathematical topics for all interested parties (students, teachers, experts,...)

-consultancy on how to use available mathematical resources 
-consultancy and tutorials on how to prepare electronic learning and teaching materials

Consultancy forms

-present (a room available at the Department of Mathematics equipped with basic mathematical literature and computers with access to internet, mathematical and editing software), regularly served by an expert consultant

-electronic (through the EVLM portal or e-mail)

2. Building a virtual database

-making existing learning and teaching electronic materials on mathematics accessible through the national portal

-creating new education moduls, texts, etc. based on modern technologies (interactive texts, java applets) namely in Geometry, Calculus, Multivariable calculus and DiffEq
-translation of required proper mathematical resources from English into Slovak

3. Dissemination

-wide publication of information about National Centre activities (leaflets, posters, articles and papers in national mathematical and educational journals, conferences proceedings, ...)

-Dissemination of the links on web pages of National Portal
PAGE  
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